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Embracing October: A Season of Change and Reflection ##

As October unfolds, nature begins its gentle transformation—-the air turns
crisp, leaves ablaze with color, and the world quietly prepares for rest. This
season reminds us that change, though often bittersweet, is a natural and
necessary part of life. Just as creation surrenders to the rhythm of autumn,
we too are called to embrace the seasons God places in our lives.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 reminds us, “To everything there is a season, and a time for
every purpose under heaven.” As we witness the beauty of change around
us, may we reflect on the ways God is inviting us to grow, let go, and trust in
His perfect timing.

Seeking Wisdom & Understanding-

Biblical wisdom in the face of change centers on trusting God's unwavering
wisdom over human understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6), recognizing that God
is sovereign and in control of times and seasons (Daniel 2:20-21). It also
involves embracing personal transformation by renewing your mind to align
with Christ's image (Romans 12:2). Furthermore, biblical wisdom teaches to
seek God's guidance for divine insights that allow for effective adaptation
to life's ever-changing events.

Giving Generously-

Change is deeply connected to giving because giving of one’s self
generously demonstrates transformed hearts and trust in His provision. This
practice reflects Jesus's selfless example and encourages spiritual growth,
leading to an abundant life with greater blessings and peace, while
transforming others through the service enabled by the gifts.
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Daily Lesson

God is Sovereign in
Every Season.

Even when Naomi
believed the Lord had
turned against her
(Ruth 1:13, NIV), God
was preparing a path
to restoration. What
feels like an ending
may be the beginning
of something new.

Faithfulness Bears
Fruit.

Ruth’s everyday faith-
gleaning in the fields,

caring for Naomi,
honoring God-led to

unexpected blessings.

Sometimes,
faithfulness in the

small things opens the

door to great things.

God Uses Outsiders.
Ruth was a Moabite,

yet God welcomed her

into His plan. No

matter our background
or history, God’s grace

makes room for us.

vorld, but be transformed by the

Season of Change: A Lesson From Ruth
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As the leaves begin to
change and we feel the shift
in seasons, it's a fitting time
to reflect on how God works
in the changing seasons of
our lives. One of the most
beautiful examples of this is
found in the book of Ruth-a
short but powerful story
tucked between Judges and 1
Samuel that reminds us how
God’s providence unfolds in
times of transition.

The book of Ruth opens with
loss and uncertainty. Naomi,
having lost her husband and
two sons, returns to
Bethlehem from Moab in
deep grief, accompanied
only by her Moabite
daughter-in-law, Ruth. In the
face of change, Ruth utters
one of the most memorable
declarations of faith in
Scripture:

“Where you go | will go, and
where you stay | will stay.
Your people will be my
people and your God my
God.” (Ruth 1:16, NIV)

Ruth chose loyalty, love, and
faith over security and
familiarity. She stepped into
a new season-one filled with
uncertainty but also divine
opportunity.

Trusting God Through the
Unknown

Like Ruth and Naomi, we
often find ourselves in
seasons of change: a new
job, a loss, a move, a shift in
health or family dynamics.

These times can feel
unsettling. But the story of
Ruth reminds us that even
in the most difficult
transitions, God is working
behind the scenes. He
orchestrates relationships,
provisions, and outcomes
that we could never
foresee.

God used Ruth’s
faithfulness not only to
redeem Naomi’s family line
but also to place Ruth in
the lineage of Jesus Christ
(Matthew 1:5). What began
as a season of sorrow
turned into a legacy of
grace.

Embracing Your Season

As a church, let us
encourage one another in
every season—-whether
planting, waiting, or
harvesting. Like Ruth, may
we step forward with
courage, trust, and
humility, believing that God
is at work.

If you're in a season of
change, take heart. The God
who redeemed Ruth’s story
is the same God who walks
with you today. And just as
the seasons shift, so too
can your story—-in God’s
perfect timing.

“Praise be to the Lord, who
this day has not left you
without a guardian-
redeemer.”

— Ruth 4:14, NIV
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Community & Church Events

Walking with the Past “Singspiration” at BSCC
Historical walking tour of Ashland A beautiful worship gathering in the main

SAT

1 o Cemetery. Learn about some of sanctuary of the church at 6:00 PM. We’d

Ashland’s influential people. Presented love to have you... Feel free to bring a friend
by the Highland Museum. or three.

The Wizard of Oz Ashland Trick-or-Treat

A theatrical production of The Wizard of Get your candy and treat bags ready!
1 7 Oz; Presented by Paramount Players' City'wide Trick or Treat is set for 6PM-7:30 PM. f
Multiple performance times.
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A Message From Our Pastor

ROOTED IN CHRIST

October, with its changing leaves
and cooler days, is a perfect
reminder of the beauty found in
transformation. As the season
shifts, reading the Bible offers
spiritual renewal and grounding in
God’s unchanging truth. Let this
month be a time to draw closer to
Him, allowing His Word to refresh
your heart and guide your steps.

[l A call to spiritual renewal
and transformation through
God's truth.

(Romans 12:2)

[l 'n Christ, we are made new—
our past no longer defines
us.

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

[l CGod brings renewal even in
the driest, most difficult
seasons.

(Isaiah 43:19)

B Apromise of inward renewal
and deep spiritual change.
(Ezekiel 36:26)

[l Eachdayis achance fora
fresh start, covered by
God’s mercy.

(Lamentations 3:22-23)

[l God is faithful to continue
the work of renewal and
transformation He started in
you.

(Philippians 1:6)




